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The Feast              
2017

Left:  Pastors  Mark  and  Abby  King  join 
thousands  in  Jerusalem to  celebrate  the   39th 
annual  Feast  of  Tabernacles  that  marked 
Jerusalem’s  50th  anniversary  of  a  united, 
undivided, capitol since the 6 Days War.  

Above: CBN Broadcasting Network aired a clip 
from  their  documentary,  “In  Our  Hands” 
recounting the 6 Days War.  On the stage were 
the remaining Israeli soldiers who participated in 
that  war.   It  was  a  moving  and  unforgettable 
moment as pilgrims from nearly 100 nations paid 
tribute.

See Feast story on page 2.     

KING FAMILY           
NEWS…serving the Lord in Israel 
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The Feast – Walking in Faith With God for 39 Years

Early Beginnings
In the late 1970s, a tiny band of Christians living in Israel sensed the call of God to celebrate the Feast of 
Tabernacles, and stand in solidarity with the Jewish people in anticipation of the Lord’s return. Jan Willem 
and Widad van der Hoeven, from the Netherlands, and Merv and Merla Watson from Canada, formed the 
nucleus of the first celebration in 1979 at Christ Church Jerusalem with others in Jerusalem. 

Feast Firsts
The year 1980 saw a larger celebration with a giant sukkah at the Anglican International School with 1,300 
people from 22 nations attending. We were invited to join the Jerusalem March for the first time, and this was 
the last year the military marched in one direction with Christian pilgrims and Israeli civilians marching in 
the opposite direction on Jaffa Road. Israelis lined the streets and some cried out, “Baruch ha'ba b'Shem 
Adonai," – Blessed is he who comes in the Name of the Lord.

Stretching the Limits
The third year of the Feast, in 1981, was a huge step in faith for the Feast. ICEJ leadership and Feast sponsors 
in that first year of ICEJ operation were: Johann Luckhoff, Executive Director; Jan Wllem van der Hoeven, 
Spokesman;  myself,  Timothy  King,  Financial  Director;  Merv  and  Merla  Watson,  Feast  and  traveling 
Spokespersons. Jay and Meridel Rawlings, Feast traveling spokespersons. Everyone was promoting the Feast 
and ICEJ abroad, and when they returned, I said, “We need to be united on this because as of September 1 we only 
have 160 Feast registrations. My name is on those contracts. Do we continue to prepare for 3,000 or not?” There was a lot 
at stake, Qumran Desert Celebration meals, the convention centre costs, Worship Team expenses etc.

We all got down on our knees and prayed together. Clearly God answered and confirmed 
the go ahead, IN FAITH, for 3,000 people.  And as an encouragement for our faith, He did bring 3,000 
people, all at the last minute. Every seat in the convention centre was filled.

Prime Minister Menachem Begin greeted us in the auditorium as well as Mayor Teddy Kolleck and Maurice 
Jaffee,  President of the Great Synagogue and his family.  In response to the Prime Minister’s  speech, the 
words, “Israel you are not alone!” were spoken. 

Present Day – An Enduring Legacy of Blessing
Israel was and continues to be a very expensive place to produce a Feast celebration of this magnitude. It is 
only through the grace of God and the generosity of believers that makes it possible every year. However, the 
Feast of Tabernacles remains Israel’s largest tourist event on an annual basis and brings some US $20,000,000 
each year in tourist revenue to the Israelis. It is also the longest running annual International Christian event 
in the world. The Feast is now celebrated in over 600 locations worldwide, and hundreds of thousands tune 
into the Jerusalem celebration each year online. In addition to ICEJ, the Feast is now celebrated in multiple 
locations by several other organizations throughout Jerusalem each year. The Ein Gedi Desert Celebration 
attracts participants from not only Feast Pilgrims but other tourists as well and has become a very large event. 
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…..Feast story continued

Moving Forward – Growing in Humility
In 2012 Juergen Bühler took over the leadership of the Feast and ICEJ, which during this period faced the 
big decision of moving the Feast, after 34 years at the convention centre, to the newer and bigger venue of 
the Pais Arena in 2015. 

The Feast goes on, and it is sobering to remember that it is not ours.
May we remain sensitive to worshiping the Lord in spirit and in truth in the celebration of the Feast of 
Tabernacles, as we prepare the way for His return.

The above history was written by Tim for the International Christin Embassy Jerusalem’s Word From Jerusalem and is an 
abridged version.  The complete story can be found at the Embassy’s web site www.icej.org

Celebrating in Yair’s Family Succa
While Christians from around the world now come to Jerusalem 
and join in,  celebrating the Jewish Feast  of  Succot is  actually  a 
Biblical mandate where all Jews were commanded to come up to 
Jerusalem to worship the Lord and to remember God’s provision 
during  the  Exodus  from Egypt.  Lev.  23:42-43  The  fragile  Succa 
represents the temporary dwellings during the long journey.   Yair’s 
family,  like many others in Israel  today,  build a succa and teach 
their children from the Word of God about it.

Above:  Yair  offers    seasonal 
blessings,  while Anna looks on. 
Right: In the Succa with  a lot of 
traditional Succot food.

http://www.icej.org
http://www.icej.org
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Freedom of Speech and Expression in Israel

In my 38 years of living in Jerusalem, I,  Tim, have heard over and over again how Israel  is  the only 
Country in the Middle East that truly offers freedom of religion and speech.   I commute daily by bus and 
train and as you can see in the photo below,  Orthodox Haredi Jews by the thousands blocked major 
intersections and the entrance to the City to make their voices heard.  Freedom of expression, yes, but I 
never got home until 9 pm.

They are protesting a law dealing with the draft into the army for religious men.  Because religious parties 
hold the balance of power in the current fragile coalition government, dealing with these protesters is 
being handled with extreme care…. and we all suffer.
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Tim’s Israeli World Connects With Asia In Many Ways
Christian leaders in Singapore recently met to explore ways they can support the 4220 Foundation to 
develop its plans to increase Bible Translators and Consultants to close the gap in Old Testament Bible 
Translation.  www.4220foundation.com  There are more than 7000 languages in the world with only a few 
hundred Old Testament translations.  The 4220 Foundation is committed to train linguists in Biblical 
Hebrew so translation can happen from original source material.  Tim serves on the Foundation’s Board of 
Directors  which  recently  met  in  Singapore.  The  University  of  the  Holy  Land   UHL www.uhl.ac  in 
Jerusalem is the covering academic Institution for this work where Tim also serves as Vice President of 
Administration.  On another front, UHL recently signed a memorandum of understanding with a Chinese 
Academic University and is exploring ways to cooperate more fully.  China and Israel have developed good 
relations and our common interests will only increase.

Left:  Foral  display  in  the 
Singapore  Airport.   Bottom 
Left: My hosts, the Lee’s, in 
S ingapore .   I  ac tua l l y 
recruited  Sara  as  a  Feast 
volunteer in the 1980’s,  and 
she  and  her  husband  have 
been  promoting  Israel  in 
S ingapore  e ver  s ince . 
Bottom  Right :   They 
challenged me to literally eat 
my way around Singapore in 
a l l  k inds  o f  Chinese 
restaurants,  but  this  photo 
proved  I  ate  DURIAN.  
Now this is a food you will 
never forget!

http://www.4220foundation.com
http://www.uhl.ac
http://www.4220foundation.com
http://www.uhl.ac
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Left:  Our  family  at  the  Jerusalem Cemetery  
during  a  remembrance  ceremony  for  the 
passing  of  Yair’s  mother.   Burial  customs  in 
Israel have a long history.   Jesus was buried in 
the newly hewn tomb of Joseph of Arimathea, 
Matthew 27;  57-61,  as  was  the  custom then.  
Had he not risen, after time, bones from that 
walk-in  tomb would  have  been  placed  in  an 
ossuary  (urn type jug)  and the tomb reused.  
Today, it is not quite like that,  but since there 
is  very  little  room to  bury  underground any 
more, places are made above ground on stone 
shelves as seen here on the right to save space.

Above:   Olives  from our  back  yard.   Olive 
trees  are  everywhere  in  Israel,  and  many 
people  have  their  own  way  of  curing  them.  
Without crushing or piercing them, the first 
stage of curing in a salt  brine takes nearly a 
year, followed with new brine, and in our case, 
lemon,  garlic,  bay,  onion,  pepper  corns,  and 
pimento.  However, most of the olives in Israel 
are used to make oil.

Thank You 

Pastor’s  Mark  and  Abby  King  spent  part  of  the  last 
month  in  our  Sabbatical  Retreat  Apartment  here  in 
Jerusalem before going to Africa on a ministry trip in 
Uganda.   Their  time with us brought back wonderful 
memories of our Church Family at the Lord’s House of 
Prayer in Lancaster, PA, and all that you are to us.  Your 
prayers  mean  everything.    This  is  a  very  “religious” 
place,  and not all  the religiosity and spirits  are good.   
Thank you for standing with us. 

Thank you too, for your ongoing financial support and 
care.  We relate to many wonderful people of God all 
over the world who understand our love and support for 
Israel and the Jewish people.  We never know who God 
prompts to give financially to this work until we receive 
it,  but  He  has  never  let  us  down in  38  years.   Your 
sensitivity to His Spirit is not unnoticed.

Shalom,             Tim and Martha King

Contact Details: Tim and Martha King, 187 Ha’ela, Har Adar 90836 Israel; Tel: +972 52 698 7941 
email: mking@netvision.net.il; tim.timking@gmail.com;  Contributions can be made payable to the 
Lord’s House of Prayer, 133 East Vine St., Lancaster, Pa. 17603 with a notation for Israel.

mailto:tim.timking@gmail.com
mailto:tim.timking@gmail.com

